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C O N T E N T S The Rector’s Corner
Dear Alumni and Friends of the Seminary,

It is my sincere joy and privilege to send you greetings in 
the Lord as the new Rector of St. Mary’s Seminary. To 
take the helm of this venerable institution and its legacy, 
especially in this challenging time, is certainly humbling. 
I am consoled and enlivened, however, by the generous 

support I have received thus far in this role, as well as the prayers 
which continue to be offered for me and the Seminary. These acts 
of charity are certainly felt and appreciated, and my hope is that 
this publication can continue to be a means by which the good 
fruits of those prayers in the lives of our men can be appreciated 
and shared.

 The theme and focus of this edition of the Regina Cleri 
is “Breaking New Ground.” Despite the stagnation that the virus 
has instilled in many aspects of our society and life in the Church, 
there is certainly a great deal of activity and initiative 
on the grounds of the Seminary and in the heart of 
our seminarians. 

 Starting the year with our incoming men 
from a wide variety of dioceses and backgrounds, 
and the welcome return of Fr. Earthman to our 
Formation Faculty, made for an already exciting 
environment in which to start the Fall Semester 
and be installed as the 17th Rector of St. Mary’s 
Seminary. In conjunction with that, however, 
came the implementation of new safety protocols in 
light of the pandemic, based on available 
evidence and best practices, to be sure, 
but none of which were published 
in any existing Seminary manual! 
I am deeply grateful to Fr. 
Vincent Anyama, the formation 
faculty, and especially the men 
in formation, for their work 
and sacrifices in abiding by 
these guidelines. By God’s 
grace, these procedures 
allowed us to complete 
the semester with zero 
cases of COVID-19 
while also allowing 
for the in-person 
instruction and vibrant 
community life that 
are so vital to Seminary 
formation.

 Thanks to the hard work of previous administrations, 
diocesan leadership, and the generosity of God’s people, we are 
also now well into the construction of our new dormitory. Shortly 
after the celebration of Candidacy for our men returning from 
Pastoral Year, the community began to buzz with the manpower 
and equipment needed to prepare the way for the new building. 
While it will be a state-of-the art facility, it will also harmonize 
well with the existing, timeless architectural language of the 
nearby buildings constructed in 1954. Needless to say, after years 
of planning and preparation, seeing the movement of equipment 
and earth in this great endeavor has been an exciting experience.

 Most of all, however, I am proud of the work we have 
accomplished in “breaking new ground” in the lives and hearts 
of the Seminarians of St. Mary’s Seminary. Thanks to a revamped, 

integral approach to Seminary formation, accompanied by a 
new Formation Handbook and Rule of Life, we have been 
able to delve deeply into the hard work of cultivating virtue 
in the hearts of these men, such that they might become 
true shepherds after the Heart of Christ. 

 As this issue covers the highlights of this past semester, 
including some stirring accounts of how our current state 
of affairs has deepened the spiritual life of our seminarians 

and alumni, I hope you will take the time, with me, to 
appreciate the tremendous gift that St. Mary’s is to the 

wider Church. With your prayers and support, it 
will continue to grow and shine forth as a 

beacon of faith, hope, and love for the 
sake of Christ and his Church. May 
the protection and intercession of 
Mary, the Mother of God, be always 
with you.

Sub tuum praesidium confugimus, 
Sancta Dei Genetrix!

In Christ,

Very Rev. Eurel Manzano
Rector
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Formation Through the Liturgical Life
b y  D a v i d  R a m i r e z ,  A r c h d i o c e s e  o f  G a l v e s t o n - H o u s t o n

Building a Culture 
of Life Through a 
Culture of Encounter

For Christ…also chooses men to become sharers in the sacred ministry through the laying on of hands. They are to renew 
in his name the sacrifice of human redemption, to set before your children the paschal banquet, to lead your holy people in 

charity, to nourish them with your word and strengthen them with the sacraments. As they give up their lives for you and for 
the salvation of their brothers and sisters, they strive to be conformed to the image of Christ himself and offer you a constant 

witness of faith and love.
(Preface, Mass of Conferral of Holy Orders)

The liturgical life of a seminarian is formed, primarily, by 
two major prayers: the Divine Office and the Holy Sacrifice 
of the Mass. Seminary formation immerses the man in 
these forms of prayer to help him develop the liturgical, 

prayerful, and eucharistic life they are called to live out and to lead 
the faithful into. The eucharistic preface for the Mass of Conferral 
of Holy Orders, which also appears in the Chrism Mass on Holy 
Thursday, beautifully puts into words the purpose for immersing 
the seminarian in such a life. 
 The man entering seminary formation is leaving behind 
a life in which society and the world exalt the egotistical and 
self-fulfilling lifestyle in order to “strive to be conformed to the 
image of Christ himself” and live a “constant witness of faith and 
love” offered to God and for His people. In and through his daily 
participation in the most sacred liturgy, the seminarian is formed 
and conformed to the heart of Him whom he presents to the world. 
 As seminarians, we gather twice daily to pray the major 
hours of Morning Prayer and Evening Prayer of the Divine Office; 
and, in addition, we also daily participate in the Holy Sacrifice of 
the Mass. Often times, my humanity loathes having to return to 
the same prayers we just prayed yesterday, or earlier in the day, 
with the same people that will make the same mistakes, sing out 
of tune, or pray too quickly. Yet, in these very same, seemingly 
monotonous prayers we are forged into the image of Christ. 
Liturgical prayer is the public prayer of the Church, the Mystical 
Body, whose head is Jesus Christ himself. Liturgical prayer is thus 
the prayer of Christ and His Church and, therefore, far more than 
for personal purposes or self-medication. 
 The sacred liturgy, as we proclaim in our response during 
Mass, is for “the praise and glory of [His] name, for our good 
and the good of all His holy Church”. Already, we see reflected 
this reality of a prayer for others and of a pouring out of oneself 
for the good of the other in love and charity. This was the life 
and mission of Jesus Christ: the glory of God the Father and the 
salvation of the faithful. This, also, is the sole goal and purpose 
of the life of the man who unites his life to that of Christ’s and 

will act and love in persona Christi capitis. The sacred forges the 
seminarian with different virtues enabling him to follow Christ 
and offer up his life in a holier way. He learns poverty and humility 
in realizing that the liturgy is not his prayer or a one-man-show 
which he can control every aspect of and make it perfect by his 
own doing. He learns that the sacred liturgy is the divine prayer of 
Christ himself revealed to men and is thus subject to the mistakes 
and imperfections of humanity in its offering. He is formed in 
obedience in the daily acknowledgement of the liturgy as a heavenly 
reality that man subjects himself to, rather than it being subject to 
him and his personal preferences. In this poverty and obedience, 
man realizes that the Church’s tradition and treasury of rites, 
rituals, and liturgical prayer is so vast and awesome that he can 
only sit in wonder and awe at such beauty, as he faithfully carries 
it out and passes it down. He learns how to be a protector and 
custodian of these precious treasures of the Church, to which he 
submits to and guards with his very life. In the sacred liturgical 
prayer of the Church, the seminarian, in a unique way, lives out 
the chastity that he is to promise one day before his bishop and the 
entire Church. He learns that he is no longer for himself or another 
person but for God Himself who leads him to live for all people. 
In the faithful recitation of the Divine Office and participation in 
the Holy Sacrifice, the seminarian prays in union with and for the 
entire Church, the Mystical Body of Christ, and all her faithful.
  In the “everyday grind”, little by little, step by step, the 
seminarian learns that he will no longer live a life for himself 
but for the love of God and the sanctification of the faithful. He 
is ground to dust, along with his own preferences and will, only 
to be built back up into the image of Him whose words he will, 
ultimately, recite every day at His sacred altar. Through his regular 
attendance and participation in the Sacred Liturgy, the encounter 
and communion with Him who is both the Lamb and the great 
High Priest, the seminarian is formed after the Sacred Heart of the 
Good Shepherd and forged in his fidelity to the Church and the 
prayer of her Divine Head.

We all know how important it 
is to foster a culture of life, 
especially when we find 
ourselves in the midst of 

what seems to be a culture of death. But 
the question thus arises: How do we go 
about fostering a culture of life? I suggest 
that part of the answer lies in heeding 
Pope Francis’s call to building a culture of 
encounter in our own personal lives.
 Engaging in policy making is 
crucial if we wish to have a country that 
respects all life, especially regarding 
recognizing the immense dignity – 

perhaps even sacredness – of those 
precious children who are still in the 
womb. But we must also acknowledge 
that even if Roe v. Wade were overturned, 
it would not eliminate our need to build 
a culture of life. Such a victory would be 
immense, but, in the end, it would only 
be a successful battle within a larger war. 
If we wish for the dignity of all human 
persons to be revered, we must enact laws 
that protect life. We must also work at 
transforming the hearts of our citizens.
 When we each live a culture 
of encounter, we move about the world 

recognizing the immense value of every 
person we meet, from our coworker to 
the person driving in front of us, from the 
cashier at the gas station to the waiter at 
a restaurant, from the homeless person 
on the street to our neighbors. Personally, 
living such a life of encounter transforms 
the way in which we interact with others, 
and it greatly affirms the dignity of those 
whom we meet. Through our genuine 
encounter with others, our Lord dispels 
the darkness that often surrounds us, 
a darkness that is made up of lies that 
tells us that we have no worth. Through 
genuine encounters, though light is shed, 
we are reminded of our immense value, 
that we are made in the image and likeness 
of God.
 Living a culture of encounter 
in our personal lives is impossible if we 
are not being encountered by our Lord 
himself. Being agents that build a culture 
of life through a culture of encounter 
cannot be achieved through mere human 
strength – we need Divine assistance. 
Thus, it can only be achieved if we remain 
united to our Lord in his sacraments 
and in prayer. May we allow the Lord to 
encounter us and give us life so that we 
may in turn encounter others and give 
them life.

Rev. Mr. Enrique Sada-Coeto
Diocese of Austin

SUMMER/FALL 2020    54    REGINA CLERI MAGAZINE

Regina Cleri - Summer Fall 2020.indd   4-5 12/16/2020   4:32:49 PM



Formation Through the Liturgical Life
b y  D a v i d  R a m i r e z ,  A r c h d i o c e s e  o f  G a l v e s t o n - H o u s t o n

Building a Culture 
of Life Through a 
Culture of Encounter

For Christ…also chooses men to become sharers in the sacred ministry through the laying on of hands. They are to renew 
in his name the sacrifice of human redemption, to set before your children the paschal banquet, to lead your holy people in 

charity, to nourish them with your word and strengthen them with the sacraments. As they give up their lives for you and for 
the salvation of their brothers and sisters, they strive to be conformed to the image of Christ himself and offer you a constant 

witness of faith and love.
(Preface, Mass of Conferral of Holy Orders)

The liturgical life of a seminarian is formed, primarily, by 
two major prayers: the Divine Office and the Holy Sacrifice 
of the Mass. Seminary formation immerses the man in 
these forms of prayer to help him develop the liturgical, 

prayerful, and eucharistic life they are called to live out and to lead 
the faithful into. The eucharistic preface for the Mass of Conferral 
of Holy Orders, which also appears in the Chrism Mass on Holy 
Thursday, beautifully puts into words the purpose for immersing 
the seminarian in such a life. 
 The man entering seminary formation is leaving behind 
a life in which society and the world exalt the egotistical and 
self-fulfilling lifestyle in order to “strive to be conformed to the 
image of Christ himself” and live a “constant witness of faith and 
love” offered to God and for His people. In and through his daily 
participation in the most sacred liturgy, the seminarian is formed 
and conformed to the heart of Him whom he presents to the world. 
 As seminarians, we gather twice daily to pray the major 
hours of Morning Prayer and Evening Prayer of the Divine Office; 
and, in addition, we also daily participate in the Holy Sacrifice of 
the Mass. Often times, my humanity loathes having to return to 
the same prayers we just prayed yesterday, or earlier in the day, 
with the same people that will make the same mistakes, sing out 
of tune, or pray too quickly. Yet, in these very same, seemingly 
monotonous prayers we are forged into the image of Christ. 
Liturgical prayer is the public prayer of the Church, the Mystical 
Body, whose head is Jesus Christ himself. Liturgical prayer is thus 
the prayer of Christ and His Church and, therefore, far more than 
for personal purposes or self-medication. 
 The sacred liturgy, as we proclaim in our response during 
Mass, is for “the praise and glory of [His] name, for our good 
and the good of all His holy Church”. Already, we see reflected 
this reality of a prayer for others and of a pouring out of oneself 
for the good of the other in love and charity. This was the life 
and mission of Jesus Christ: the glory of God the Father and the 
salvation of the faithful. This, also, is the sole goal and purpose 
of the life of the man who unites his life to that of Christ’s and 

will act and love in persona Christi capitis. The sacred forges the 
seminarian with different virtues enabling him to follow Christ 
and offer up his life in a holier way. He learns poverty and humility 
in realizing that the liturgy is not his prayer or a one-man-show 
which he can control every aspect of and make it perfect by his 
own doing. He learns that the sacred liturgy is the divine prayer of 
Christ himself revealed to men and is thus subject to the mistakes 
and imperfections of humanity in its offering. He is formed in 
obedience in the daily acknowledgement of the liturgy as a heavenly 
reality that man subjects himself to, rather than it being subject to 
him and his personal preferences. In this poverty and obedience, 
man realizes that the Church’s tradition and treasury of rites, 
rituals, and liturgical prayer is so vast and awesome that he can 
only sit in wonder and awe at such beauty, as he faithfully carries 
it out and passes it down. He learns how to be a protector and 
custodian of these precious treasures of the Church, to which he 
submits to and guards with his very life. In the sacred liturgical 
prayer of the Church, the seminarian, in a unique way, lives out 
the chastity that he is to promise one day before his bishop and the 
entire Church. He learns that he is no longer for himself or another 
person but for God Himself who leads him to live for all people. 
In the faithful recitation of the Divine Office and participation in 
the Holy Sacrifice, the seminarian prays in union with and for the 
entire Church, the Mystical Body of Christ, and all her faithful.
  In the “everyday grind”, little by little, step by step, the 
seminarian learns that he will no longer live a life for himself 
but for the love of God and the sanctification of the faithful. He 
is ground to dust, along with his own preferences and will, only 
to be built back up into the image of Him whose words he will, 
ultimately, recite every day at His sacred altar. Through his regular 
attendance and participation in the Sacred Liturgy, the encounter 
and communion with Him who is both the Lamb and the great 
High Priest, the seminarian is formed after the Sacred Heart of the 
Good Shepherd and forged in his fidelity to the Church and the 
prayer of her Divine Head.

We all know how important it 
is to foster a culture of life, 
especially when we find 
ourselves in the midst of 

what seems to be a culture of death. But 
the question thus arises: How do we go 
about fostering a culture of life? I suggest 
that part of the answer lies in heeding 
Pope Francis’s call to building a culture of 
encounter in our own personal lives.
 Engaging in policy making is 
crucial if we wish to have a country that 
respects all life, especially regarding 
recognizing the immense dignity – 

perhaps even sacredness – of those 
precious children who are still in the 
womb. But we must also acknowledge 
that even if Roe v. Wade were overturned, 
it would not eliminate our need to build 
a culture of life. Such a victory would be 
immense, but, in the end, it would only 
be a successful battle within a larger war. 
If we wish for the dignity of all human 
persons to be revered, we must enact laws 
that protect life. We must also work at 
transforming the hearts of our citizens.
 When we each live a culture 
of encounter, we move about the world 

recognizing the immense value of every 
person we meet, from our coworker to 
the person driving in front of us, from the 
cashier at the gas station to the waiter at 
a restaurant, from the homeless person 
on the street to our neighbors. Personally, 
living such a life of encounter transforms 
the way in which we interact with others, 
and it greatly affirms the dignity of those 
whom we meet. Through our genuine 
encounter with others, our Lord dispels 
the darkness that often surrounds us, 
a darkness that is made up of lies that 
tells us that we have no worth. Through 
genuine encounters, though light is shed, 
we are reminded of our immense value, 
that we are made in the image and likeness 
of God.
 Living a culture of encounter 
in our personal lives is impossible if we 
are not being encountered by our Lord 
himself. Being agents that build a culture 
of life through a culture of encounter 
cannot be achieved through mere human 
strength – we need Divine assistance. 
Thus, it can only be achieved if we remain 
united to our Lord in his sacraments 
and in prayer. May we allow the Lord to 
encounter us and give us life so that we 
may in turn encounter others and give 
them life.

Rev. Mr. Enrique Sada-Coeto
Diocese of Austin

SUMMER/FALL 2020    54    REGINA CLERI MAGAZINE

Regina Cleri - Summer Fall 2020.indd   4-5 12/16/2020   4:32:49 PM



Longing for the Lord
Jacob Ramirez, Archdiocese of Galveston-Houston

St. Martha Catholic Church, Kingwood, TX

There is an old saying that was popularized by the 
English poet Thomas Haynes Bayly in a poem he wrote 
in the mid 1800’s, “Absence makes the heart grow 
fonder.” Now, it might be easy to think of cases when 
we apply this to missing a favorite restaurant, a favorite 

park visited as a youth, or any other fond memory with loved 
ones. But what if this phrase was 
applied to the most important 
and essential event in our lives as 
Catholics, the Holy Mass? When 
we join in thanksgiving, praise, 
and adoration with all the saints 
and angels in heaven, we are 
nourished with our Lord Jesus 
in the Eucharist. This paramount 
act of worship nourishes our 
bodies and more specifically our 
souls as we become more aware 
of our need for the Lord. Sadly, 
the privilege of attending Mass 
was suspended due to COVID-19 
protocols in the early stages of the 
pandemic.

 This past year, I was on pastoral year assignment at St. 
Martha Catholic Church in Kingwood, Texas. It was a wonderful 
year in which I learned a great deal about parish ministry firsthand. 
I was able to experience the numerous joys that parish life offers. 
Furthermore, I was blessed to be at a parish with three priests in 

the rectory who prayed and shared meals together with a pastor 
who genuinely cared about the formation and wellbeing of those 
in formation to the priesthood. I would like to share an experience 
I had at the parish toward the beginning of the pandemic, as it 
was an incredible witness to the Catholic faith, and in particular, 
devotion to the Eucharist. 

 A few weeks after the 
COVID-19 pandemic hit our area, 
almost every business was closed 
due to the government and civil 
authorities’ recommendations. 
This hit home for many within 
the Archdiocese of Galveston-
Houston and especially 
the community of St. 
Martha. We continued 
to celebrate Mass 
every day and 
Livestream our 
l i t u r g i e s , 
as well as 
E v e n i n g 
Prayer and 

devotions in the rectory for the good of our 
community. Father T.J. Dolce, pastor of St. 
Martha’s, realized the importance of the 
parishioners seeing the clergy in action and 
continuing to pray for them. We offered the 

Livestreams to keep some sort of normalcy for the people, and we 
knew the benefits it could provide for the community to join our 
prayer, even if it was through a computer or TV screen. 

 It had been eight days since we started our Livestream 
Masses, and every day the same family came and stood outside 
the locked church doors while Mass was being offered inside. St. 
Martha’s has large glass windows that separate the main seating of 
the church and the narthex, so it is easy to see outside if you are in 
the sanctuary space looking out toward the people. I noticed this 
family from a distance while I was serving and, specifically, while I 

was reading at the ambo during Mass. 
Looking out to the empty pews for 
Mass was something very foreign 
and bizarre for me. I never got used 
to it.

 One particular day, the 
family was in plain sight: the 
lighting was perfect, skies were 
clear, and I could see the family 
standing close to the windows 
of the entrance of the Church 
looking in. The sight of the 
mother, her children, and 
her baby in the stroller being 
rocked ever so gently back and 
forth was overwhelming. When 

proclaiming the readings, I could 
not help but get emotional when 
I looked up and saw the family 

devoutly listening and 

praying during the Mass. I teared up and had trouble getting 
through the readings. After the final blessing, I decided to go 
outside and greet the family. I wanted to offer my prayers and 
gratitude for their incredible witness of faith. It was obvious they 
were spiritually hurting and hungry. The mother said, “I just can’t 
sit at home knowing there isn’t anyone in the pews during Mass. I 
have to be here.” This was an emotional moment for me as I look 
back and reflect because I realized that our people were hungry for 
the Eucharist when they were not able to receive it sacramentally. I 
wondered if this family would continue to come and stand outside 
in the weather and kneel on the concrete to adore the Lord and 
participate in the Mass from outside. Sure-enough, they were there 
for every daily Mass until the church opened back up to the public. 
What an incredible witness of faith and devotion to the Eucharist!

 After serving at every daily Mass, I began to regularly go 
out and speak with the family. She would bring her sons with her, 
and we would speak about different topics, though primarily the 
possible repercussions of the faithful not being able to attend Mass 
and receive the Eucharist. I knew that there were more families 
from our parish who expressed this same desire and hunger to be 
physically present at Mass. More and more families began to write 
letters and emails about their desire to attend Mass. Once Mass 
was opened again to the public, it was such a wondrous experience 
to see the pews filled with people once again and to hear their 
responses resound and fill the church.  

 It is my prayer that the time spent apart from the Lord 
in the Eucharist will have the effect of longing and desire for its 
graces. This time that our Church is enduring, while the Sunday 
obligation to attend Mass is dispensed due to COVID-19, I believe 
can be a chance for purification for all. Hopefully, it will be a time 
to focus on the Lord, on our family and loved ones, and to not 
take anything for granted. The Israelites thought the Lord had left 
them and questioned why they were even led into the desert in the 
first place. They complained of not having any food or sustenance. 
Today in the midst of quarantining and lack of in-person liturgies, 
we must trust in the Lord and believe that he never leaves us and 
will always provide his presence in the Holy Spirit. And I will ask the 
Father, and he will give you another Advocate to be with you always…I 
will not leave you orphans; I will come to you (Jn 14:16,18).
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Longing for the Lord
Jacob Ramirez, Archdiocese of Galveston-Houston

St. Martha Catholic Church, Kingwood, TX
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St. Mary’s Through the Years
October 2020
Construction of the 
new dormitory at St. 
Mary’s Seminary 
begins.

July 2020
Very Rev. Eurel Manzano 
is appointed rector.

2018
Updates to critical 
infrastructure are 
completed on the 60-year-
old campus of St. Mary’s 
Seminary, thanks to 
the IGNITE Capital 
Campaign.

2017
The Archdiocesan IGNITE 
Capital Campaign begins 
with St. Mary’s Seminary as 
one of the beneficiaries. His 
Eminence Daniel Cardinal 
DiNardo, Archbishop of 
Galveston-Houston, blesses 
the ground of the new 
dormitory on October 27th.

2010
Very Rev. Trung 
Nguyen is appointed 
rector.

November 2001
The “Bishop Wendelin Nold 
Education Center” is dedicated. 
Bishop Fiorenza names the 
administration building in honor 
of Bishop Nicholas Gallagher 
around the same time.

June 2001
Then-Very Rev. 
Brendan Cahill is 
appointed rector.

1986
In an agreement with 
the Diocese of Dallas, 
St. Mary’s becomes a 
seminary theologate, 
and Holy Trinity 
in Dallas becomes a 
college seminary.

1982
The Vincentian 
Fathers withdraw 
from the Seminary 
and Rev. Msgr. 
Chester Borski, a 
diocesan priest, is 
appointed rector.

1968
The Theology 
Department of St. 
Mary’s Seminary 
becomes the Graduate 
School of Theology for 
the University of St. 
Thomas.

1966
His Eminence Josef 
Cardinal Beran blesses the 
cornerstones of the new 
library and gym. The library 
is named in his honor.

1954
The cornerstone of the 
Houston campus is 
laid. Classes begin in 
the Fall. His Eminence 
Samuel Cardinal 
Stritch, Archbishop 
of Chicago, dedicates 
the new seminary in 
November.

1951
The Laurent, Smith, and Strake 
families donate a 50-acre tract 
of land on Memorial Drive to 
the Diocese of Galveston, and it 
becomes the new site of St. Mary’s 
Seminary.

The Vincentian Fathers take 
over the administration of the 
Seminary.

1927
The Kirwin Memorial Chapel is 
dedicated at the Seminary (now the 
parish church of St. Mary in La Porte).
The Sacred Congregation of Seminaries 
& Universities asks Bishop Christopher 
Byrne to reduce St. Mary’s to a minor 
seminary and send his seminarians 
to the archdiocesan seminary in San 
Antonio. Bishop Byrne refuses, citing 
the Seminary’s long history and the 
investments made by the people of 
the Diocese. He holds to this refusal 
despite pressure from the Vatican.

1926
The Seminary 
takes over the state 
charter originally 
granted to St. 
Mary’s University 
in Galveston in 
1856 (the University 
closed in 1922).

1911
The Basilian 
Fathers withdraw 
from St. Mary’s, 
and Bishop 
Gallagher replaces 
them with diocesan 
priests with Rev. 
James Kirwin as 
the president.

1905
Rev. A.L. 
Grattan is the 
first priest 
ordained at the 
Seminary.

1901
Bishop Nicholas Gallagher 
purchases the storm damaged 
Sylvan Beach Hotel in La 
Porte, Texas. It is transformed 
to St. Mary’s Seminary and 
classes begin one month 
after purchase.  The Basilian 
Fathers are charged with the 
administration of the Seminary.
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Scripture at the Heart of a Seminarian’s Life
Carlos Velero, Archdiocese of Galveston-Houston

Most people are familiar with St. Jerome’s famous 
phrase that “Ignorance of Scripture is ignorance of 
Christ.” Every time I read or hear it, it renews my 
desire to plunge into the depths of Sacred Scripture 

and to know Christ more and more through the Word of God. 
Sacred Scripture is essential for entering into a relationship with 
Christ, and it is through Scripture that we learn about him. Most 
importantly, it is one of the ways in which we come to know him. 

 Throughout the day, we are constantly surrounded with 
God’s Word, present in praying the Liturgy of the Hours and 
the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass where both the Lord’s Word and 
Body and Blood are present. The Holy Spirit gifted the Church 
with the richness of the Scriptures and, as 
seminarians we have been gifted, not with 
the obligation but with the opportunity 
to pray the Liturgy of the Hours. It can be 
easy to fall into the temptation of treating 
the praying of the Liturgy of the Hours 
as merely something else on the day’s 
checklist. I have certainly been there, and 
it will be a temptation for many, especially when burdened with 
other tasks. Yet, we must guard ourselves against it. Even at Mass 
it is easy for the mind to float away to distractions. Once more, St. 
Jerome calls us to reflect, “If at any time we hear the word of God, 
through which the body and blood of Christ is being poured into 
our ears, and we yield carelessly to distraction, how responsible 
are we not for our failing?” Knowing that Christ himself prayed 
the psalms helps to give the reverence, importance, and love due 
to these sacred words. In fact, one of the things that I have loved 
about my first semester at St. Mary’s Seminary is the chanting of 
Lauds and Vespers every Sunday, because it helps me connect 
more with the words being prayed and make the feelings of 
the psalmist or canticle writer my own. Through praying of the 
Liturgy of the Hours, I have come to realize that I share in the 
prayer of Christ for the Church and the whole world, and this 

gives not only a greater meaning to my prayer but fills me with 
enthusiasm every time I partake of it.

 It is impossible to not think of our Blessed Mother when 
I think of the Scriptures. Not only because as a faithful Jewish 
woman she would have been acquainted with them, but because 
she is the model for every Christian for what we are to do with 
the Word of God. When Jesus said, “Blessed are those who hear 
the Word of God and keep it”, he was praising the faithfulness of 
his Blessed Mother (Lk. 11:28). It was Mary’s love and faithfulness 
to God’s Word that allowed her to freely give that unconditional 
“yes” to becoming the Theotokos and to give us the Word made 
flesh. If we do the same, we will produce great and abundant fruit 

as the Lord tells us in the parable of the 
sower, but we must work to make our 
heart the rich soil that the Word needs to 
grow.

 Having recently had a great experience 
with the Seminarian Summer Spirituality 
Program and seeking to imitate Mary, I 

strive to make the Word of God a part of every one of my Holy 
Hours. By receiving the words of Sacred Scripture into my heart, 
I seek to let Christ make his home in it in such a way that it 
may prepare me to share his love with others. This is especially 
important for me because of what we have been called to do as 
priests: to share Christ with the whole world and let everyone 
know how great his love is for each and every one of us. Nothing 
will help us lead the people of God in a greater way than leading by 
example. Our love of the Eucharist and our love of the Scriptures 
will be manifested in the attentiveness and reverence with which 
we treat them. Now is the time to cultivate that love, to grow in 
our knowledge of the Scriptures, to come to know Christ, and, as 
stated earlier this semester by our Rector, “now is the time to be a 
great priest.”

“Ignorance of Scripture 
is ignorance of Christ.”

St. Jerome

Snapshots
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Earthman Rejoins Formation Faculty

Divine Worship: the Dissertation
Rev. Michael Earthman, S.T.L.

After a four-year sojourn in 
Rome to obtain his licentiate 
and doctorate in sacred 
liturgy, Father Michael 
Earthman has rejoined the 

formation faculty at St. Mary’s Seminary. 
Having previously served as a formator 
for five years prior to moving to Rome, 
Fr. Earthman now serves as the formator 
for the Third Theology class and as the 
Director of Liturgical Formation. In 
addition to his duties as formator, Fr. 
Earthman is building a liturgical formation 
program for the Seminary as its first 
Director of Liturgical Formation.
 A native of Houston, Texas, 
Fr. Earthman began studying for the 
priesthood in 2001 at Holy Trinity 
Seminary in Dallas with philosophy 
courses at the neighboring University of 
Dallas. He soon matriculated to major 
seminary at St. Mary’s Seminary where 
he earned both a Master of Divinity and 
a Master of Arts in Theological Studies 
from the University of St. Thomas in 2007. 
Prior to his first assignment at St. Mary’s 
Seminary, Fr. Earthman had served as 
the Priest Secretary to Cardinal DiNardo 
after having served as parochial vicar 
and administrator pro-tem of Holy Name 

Parish in Houston.
 After having served on the 
formation faculty of the Seminary from 
2011-2016, Cardinal DiNardo reassigned 
Fr. Earthman to complete advanced 
theological studies at the Pontifical 
University of the Holy Cross in Rome 
with residence at the Pontifical North 
American College’s Casa Santa Maria. Fr. 
Earthman completed both his Licentiate 
in Sacred Theology and his Doctorate in 
Sacred Theology during his time in Rome. 
His doctoral thesis, “The Order of Mass of 
<<Divine Worship: The Missal>>: History, 
Redaction, Adaptation, and Theological 
Elucidations,” is one of the first academic 
studies in this area of liturgical theology. 
Due to the outbreak of COVID-19, Fr. 
Earthman was not able to defend his thesis 
before leaving Rome and will return in the 
summer of 2021 to defend it.
 Upon returning to the faculty at 
the Seminary, Fr. Earthman reports that he 
is most looking forward to “getting back to 
teaching seminarians in the classroom. The 
sacred liturgy has both a theological and 
a practical dimension to it, and I believe 
my time in advanced studies has given me 
the opportunity to deepen my knowledge 
of the history, development, and the 

sources of the liturgy we celebrate today.” 
In his new role as Director of Liturgical 
Formation, Fr. Earthman will be able to 
make this goal a reality. He will be able 
to present liturgical conferences, practica, 
academic classes to the seminarians. Fr. 
Earthman believes that “the Church’s 
liturgy is more-effectively ‘caught’ than 
‘taught,’” and he will be working to 
immerse the seminarians in a formative, 
liturgical experience.
 Fr. Earthman’s return to the 
faculty of St. Mary’s Seminary is a great 
step forward for the Seminary. Both 
faculty and seminarians are happy to have 
him back and are grateful for the impact 
his advanced studies will have on the 
Seminary. Fr. Eurel Manzano, Rector of St. 
Mary’s Seminary, reports, “We are grateful 
to Cardinal DiNardo for his continued 
care and attention to St. Mary’s in sending 
Fr. Earthman to us as a member of the 
formation faculty. I am confident that his 
pastoral experience and deep familiarity 
with the Church’s liturgical history and 
theology will be of great benefit to our 
men in formation for the priesthood.”

Will Robbins, Editor
Diocese of Beaumont

After having been on faculty at St. Mary’s Seminary from 
2011-2016, Cardinal DiNardo assigned me to pursue 
advanced theological studies in Rome, specifically at 
the Pontifical University of the Holy Cross. My first two 

years focused on specialized courses in liturgy, with a focus on 
the theology present in the various ritual texts, such as the Order 
of Baptism and the Roman Missal. This initial period of licentiate 
studies concluded with an initial research project which formed 
the basis of my doctoral dissertation. The subject of which was a 
newly-approved liturgical book that provided for the celebration 
of Mass for formerly-Anglican communities and parishes: Divine 
Worship: The Missal.
 
 Published in 2015, Divine Worship: The Missal (DWM 
2015) is actually an adaptation of the third edition of the 
postconciliar Roman Missal in English, in use now for nearly a 
decade. The principal adaptations (or changes) present in DWM 
2015 are ritual texts and prayers which come from the liturgical 
patrimony of the Anglican Communion, which originated with 
the English Reformation of the 16th Century. For many who were 
formerly Anglican, these liturgical texts helped to nourish and 
sustain their Catholic Faith, even when they were separated from 
the Full Communion with the Catholic Church. Thus, DWM 2015 
incorporates a number of elements from the Anglican liturgical 
traditions, demonstrating that rites and prayers that 
originated outside the Catholic Church can be 
legitimately “repatriated” into the broader 
corpus of Catholic prayer. 
 
 The sources that were used in 
the creation of DWM 2015 are as broad as 
the Anglican tradition itself. On one hand, 
it utilizes texts from the Book of Common 
Prayer, which existed in various editions 
in the British Isles and America since 
1549. On the other hand, DWM 2015 also 
incorporates texts from so-called “Anglican 
missals” that developed when nineteenth 
and twentieth century Anglicans 
translated the Roman Missal into 
English and began using 
it as their principal 
liturgical book. 

Interestingly enough, some of the texts used in DWM 2015 contain 
traces of a communion service developed by a 16th Century 
Lutheran-influenced bishop of Cologne. Though the sources of 
DWM 2015 are rather varied, the adaptations present in it certainly 
conform to the Church’s Rule of Faith.
 
 The celebration of Mass according to DWM 2015 is 
authorized only for the parishes and communities that belong 
to canonical structures called “personal ordinariates” which 
were established for former Anglicans who sought corporate 
reunion with the Catholic Church. So far, there are three personal 
ordinariates worldwide: one for England and Wales; one for the 
United States; and one for Australia, New Zealand and Japan. 
These ordinariates function just like dioceses and are led by either a 
bishop or a prelate (a “monsignor”) as its ordinary. The purpose of 
these ordinariates is not just to provide a “landing pad” for former 
Anglicans when they join the Catholic Church. They are charged 
with the evangelizing mission of the same Church they joined, to 
spread the Good News of Jesus Christ, as it is lived authentically 
in charity and enriched by the treasures of the Anglican spiritual 
patrimony.
 
 In terms of “firsts” (the theme of this edition of Regina 
Cleri), my dissertation project will likely contain the first ever 

comprehensive commentary on the Order of Mass of DWM 
2015; a substantial theological treatment of four of its key 

texts; and a discussion about the nature of the liturgical 
adaptation of Divine Worship: The Missal in dialogue 
with other authors on the topic. Although I completed 
the bulk of the work of my dissertation during the 

Spring and Summer COVID “lockdowns,” I 
plan to defend my doctoral dissertation at the 
conclusion of the academic year, hopefully 

in late May or June 2021. I am grateful to 
Cardinal DiNardo for the opportunity to study 
the Church’s Sacred Liturgy and to work on 
the extended research project of my doctoral 
dissertation. I am more than willing to offer 
what I have received these past few years at 

the service of the local Church and to 
St. Mary’s Seminary.
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Divine Worship: the Dissertation
Rev. Michael Earthman, S.T.L.
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Alumni
Spotlight

by John Clark
Assistant Editor

A Sick Call
by Fernando Ricaud

Diocese of Austin

Q: Could you tell us about 
yourself?

A: I was born in Vietnam and immigrated 
to the U.S. in 1994. We settled in Wichita, 
Kansas, and, in 2002, I joined the 
Vietnamese Redemptorists. In 2007, I 
discerned to transition to the Diocese of 
Fort Worth. I then came to St. Mary’s in 
Houston, and I was ordained a priest in 
2013. For the last five and a half years, 
I been the Parochial Administrator of 
three parishes: St. Jude Thaddeus in 
Burkburnett, Christ the King in Iowa 
Park, and St. Paul in Electra.

Q: How did St. Mary’s prepare 
you for priesthood?

A: St. Mary’s taught me a lot about the 
practical side of what it means to be a 
priest through the classes, the diverse 
environment of the parishes, and the local 
life of Houston. Graduate studies were 
a time where I had the freedom and the 
opportunity to delve into research and 
find things for myself instead of just being 
lectured in class alone. I felt the classes 
themselves taught me what I really 
needed for the parish life. St. Mary’s 

helped form me into a parish priest.

I remember that during my last year at 
St. Mary’s, they brought in a financial 
advisor to help us with our own finances. 
We read the diocesan manuals and 
handbooks, which gave us a lot of 
exposure to how parishes are structured 
and prepared us well. It helped a lot 
when I came to my first assignment, 
because I already knew what was going 
on, both pastorally and administratively. 

Q: Are you excited about St. 
Mary’s future?

A: Fr. Eurel Manzano was two years 
ahead of me at St. Mary’s. He has a 
diverse experience, especially in the 
local life of the Archdiocese. I believe his 
background and experience will help 
him lead the Seminary to a new chapter, 
which will be very beneficial. It’s not 
easy to run any organization, parish, 
or seminary, but his background and 
experience has prepared him well.

Q: How have you continued to 
innovate even with the pandemic 
going on?

A: In my final year at St. Mary’s, I worked 
with Fr. Wayne Wilkerson at St. Francis 
de Sales in Houston. I learned a lot from 
him about parish life when I shadowed 
him. He helped me have a really good 
idea of what it means to be a parish 
priest, and I always go back to that frame 
of reference at the end of the day. 

With this pandemic, we don’t get to see 
our people. It’s an uncertain future, and 
we don’t know how all of this is going 
to turn out. But it all boils down to how 
do we continue to get people connected 
to the parish. Relationships are very 
important, however, at the end of the 
day, people don’t really care about how 
much we know but about how present 
and available we are for them. It’s the 
little things: how we answer our phone 
calls, how we find creative ways to reach 
out to them, like Livestreams and social 
media, and making sure we are calling 
the sick and homebound. What it means 
to be a shepherd is important. Having 
learned how to be a shepherd has helped 
me and my parishioners amidst all these 
challenges. We have a lot of work to do, 
but it is exciting to keep working at it.

Rev. Khoi Tran ,  Diocese of Fort Worth, Class of 2013

COVID-19 has taught us many things, but is it crazy to think that a 
disease like this might increase vocations to the priesthood? That 
thought crossed my mind seeing that the Diocese of Austin had ten 

new guys joining us this year. Had the pandemic influenced their decision?
 There is something about moments of crisis that helps us ask the big 
questions, especially when these crises provide moments of existential silence. 
And I’m not talking only about that solid group of guys that entered this 
year, all of whom I’m proud to call my diocesan brothers. I’m thinking of my 
own call to the priesthood.
 Up until COVID-19 struck, I had never realized that my own vocation 
story contains two elements that many of us are very familiar with in this 
time of pandemic—sickness and lockdown.
 It all happened on a cold evening in Chicago during the winter of 2014.
 Six months earlier, I had graduated from University of Texas, where 
I first thought of the priesthood after two of my best friends surprised me 
by telling me they were entering seminary. I half jokingly told myself, “I 
guess anybody can be called!” Even though I had never felt attracted to the 
priesthood, from that day I began to ask God, “Lord, make me want what 
you want. If you want me to be a priest, give me the desire to be a priest.”
 Over the next six months, I moved to Chicago and started working as 
a software engineer. Without fully realizing it, the desire for the priesthood 
had begun to increase in my heart, subtly but surely. This came  to my 
attention one day in November when I shared with a friend how much I 
was enjoying working in a company of self-driving cars. He asked me, “Do 
you see yourself working as a software engineer for the rest of your life?” I 
replied, “I like it – but no. I would rather not do this for the rest of my life.” 
Then he asked, “What, then? Is there anything you would do for free, just for 
its own sake?” An answer came immediately to mind, even before I realized 
the implications of it and the fear that would result as a consequence: “The 
priesthood–if only I could get married.”
 For the first time in my life, I found in my heart a desire for the 
priesthood. 
 But as clear as that was, I still was too afraid to acknowledge what was 
now stirring  in my heart. I decided to entrust my discernment to Mary in 
prayer while staying busy with work and other things.
 Finally, Mary was pleased to take care of my discernment since I was 
too scared to face its implications. On the Feast of Our Lady of Guadalupe, 
I found myself sick with a high fever and under lockdown in my apartment. 
The lockdown was self-imposed, but the whole city was shutting down–it 
was Chicago’s third snowiest season since 1884! Regardless, the combination 
of these events left me stuck by myself at home, sick, and somewhat bored. 
Thanks be to God! For at that moment, having no distractions, I finally found 
the silence and the courage that I needed to face firmly the question of the 
priesthood. 
 Following some discernment advice from a video by Fr. Robert Barron, 
I entered into the silence and prayerfully pictured myself as a priest: saying 
Mass, listening to confessions, etc. Then I took an honest look in my heart. 
When I looked past my fears and my doubts, I found something quite strong, 
and it changed everything. I found joy. I found peace. I found love.
 My desire to follow Jesus as his priest had become stronger than my 
desire for marriage. Within the next week, I chose to leave everything behind 
and follow Him.
 Through my illness and the ensuing lockdown, the Holy Spirit had led 
me into the desert, where I finally had the space to listen to my God.
 “Behold, I will allure her, and bring her into the desert, and speak tenderly to 
her.” (Hos. 2:14).
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